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TOPIC 

DESCRIPTION 

Having one’s story heard and having a place/country to call home (be at 

home in) are both functions of power.  This inquiry seeks to elucidate the 

underlying bias in the way people tell and share stories around the world. I 

am seeking to use world literature as a window for 10th grade English 

students to uncover implicit bias in the world and to look for untold stories 

in order to gain a more complete understanding of the world around them. 

STANDARDS 

ALIGNED TO THIS 

TOPIC 

  

● RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 

from the text.  

● RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 

in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it 

emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

● RL.9-10.7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two 

different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in 

each treatment (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s 

Landscape with the Fall of Icarus). 

● RL.9-10.9. Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source 

material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or 

topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by 

Shakespeare). 

● RL.9-10.5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to 

structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and 

manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as 

mystery, tension, or surprise. 

● RL.9-10.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural 

experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United 

States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.  

● RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas 

or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they 

are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn 

between them. 

● RI.9-10.7. Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different 

mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), 

determining which details are emphasized in each account. 

● RI.9-10.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 

claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the 

evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and 

fallacious reasoning. 

● RI.9-10.9. Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary 

significance (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg 

Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from 

Birmingham Jail”), including how they address related themes and 

concepts. 
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KEY CONCEPTS ● Power 

● Story Telling 

● Home  

● Implicit Bias 

● Diaspora 

● Cultural Experiences 

OTHER CONCEPTS 

TO CONSIDER  

 

● Authorial choice- how a text is structured and how that impacts a 

text 

● The Canon- what texts do we study in literature- who decides 

● The power of words and how people harness that power.  

● Argument (Delineation and Evaluation) 

● Point of View 

● Textual Evidence 

● Theme (Central Idea) 

● Legitimacy of the printed word over other forms of storytelling 

● Impact of the internet and social media platforms on power and 

access 

GENERALIZATIONS 

 

● A story is a function of power.  

● Readers  must look critically at the stories they are told and search 

out multiple stories to create a cohesive picture.  

● Readers bring implicit bias to the table when approaching a text. 

Active readers must become aware of this. 

● Culture and the stories that are told shape the world. 

OVERARCHING 

INQUIRY 

QUESTIONS 

 

Year Long Essential Questions: 

● How are stories and the ability to have one’s story told a function of 

power? 

● How can stories be used to expose and challenge the structures and 

inequalities in our societies? 

● Has access to the internet and social media altered the relationship 

between power and having one’s story heard? 

● How does a text become legitimate? 

Unit 1- What is the danger of a single story? Why should I write? What 

makes writing meaningful?  

Unit 2- How can I use my words to give voice to the stories I want to tell? 

Unit 3- What can we learn from studying literature from the past? How 

do authors shape their text and history to tell the story they want to tell? 

Unit 4- How does our culture and the stories we are told shape our view 

of the world? 

ANNOTATED 

RESOURCES 

 

Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi. "The Danger of a Single Story." TED Ideas  

     Worth Spreading. TED.com, July 2009. Web. 17 Oct. 2016.  

This TED Talk functions as the frame for the course and for the yearlong 

essential questions. It presents the idea that stories are a function of power 

and we are better as humans when we have multiple stories from which to 

draw. Using real examples from her own life Adichie encourages us to 
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challenge what we claim to know and understand about the world around 

us.  

Link- 

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_sin

gle_story  

"Blacks." United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. United States  

         Holocaust Memorial Museum, n.d. Web. 06 Mar. 2017. 

In this unit one students read Night, by Eli Wiesel. I have them complete 

research on the different groups of people impacted by the Holocaust. The 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum is an excellent resource 

overall, but this section specially deals with how people from the African 

Diaspora were impacted by the Holocaust. I find it to be particularly 

enlightening for students.  

Link- 

https://www.ushmm.org/research/research-in-collections/search-the-coll

ections/bibliography/blacks 

Metta, John. “It’s Not About Race!” Those People. N.p, 2016. Web. 26  

     September 2016.  

This article is about how language shapes our view of the world. It 

discusses the shift from English to French that was precipitated by 

William the Conqueror and then links this to the way language was used to 

legitimize slavery and how the residue of these actions still impact our 

language and our thinking today.  

Link- https://thsppl.com/its-not-about-race-fb140bac8f1#.4yu46pb28 

Mqombothi, Dudumalingani. "Congolese Macbeth / African Macbeth."  

     This Is Africa Lifestyle. This Is Africa, 28 May 2014. Web. 07 Mar.  

     2017.  

This is an interesting article on a production of Macbeth in the Congo. It 

works well in the discussion of why Shakespeare is relevant. It is also 

 
 

https://www.ushmm.org/research/research-in-collections/search-the-collections/bibliography/blacks
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
https://www.ushmm.org/research/research-in-collections/search-the-collections/bibliography/blacks
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
https://thsppl.com/its-not-about-race-fb140bac8f1#.4yu46pb28
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interesting to include to show some of the many different interpretations 

that Shakespeare undergoes throughout the world. I use this in Unit 3.  

 Link- https://thisisafrica.me/lifestyle/african-macbeth/ 

Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture. "Africana Age." Africana  

     Age. N.p., n.d.Web. 17 Oct. 2016.  

This website is a treasure trove of information on the African Diaspora. 

There are essays, photographs, and videos that help bring this subject to 

light. I particularly use the multimedia section 

(http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/multimedia.html) to show my 

students a variety of examples of people from the African Diaspora 

working together and using their voices and their ideas to create a better 

world. This works very well in Unit 2 when I teach about the power of 

words for use in protest. I also revisit this site when we get to Unit 4.  

Link- http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/about.html 

 

ADDITIONAL 

RESOURCES 

 

● Teaching Black Internationalism- 

http://www.aaihs.org/teaching-black-internationalism-and-ameri

canah/ 

● African Age- Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture- 

http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-internationalism.ht

ml 

● Notes on the African Diaspora- 

http://www.virginia.edu/woodson/courses/aas102%20(spring%2

001)/articles/pierre_lecture.pdf  
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http://www.aaihs.org/teaching-black-internationalism-and-americanah/
http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-internationalism.html
http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-internationalism.html
http://www.virginia.edu/woodson/courses/aas102%20(spring%2001)/articles/pierre_lecture.pdf
http://www.virginia.edu/woodson/courses/aas102%20(spring%2001)/articles/pierre_lecture.pdf
https://thisisafrica.me/lifestyle/african-macbeth/
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English II Outline 

“The universe is made of stories, not atoms.” Muriel Rukeyser 

Year Long Essential Questions 

How are stories and the ability to have one’s story told a function of power? 

How can stories be used to expose and challenge the structures and inequalities in our societies? 

Has access to the internet and social media altered the relationship between power and having one’s story heard? 

How does a text become legitimate? 

Unit 1- Many Stories In this unit, students will examine a collection of memoirs and other autobiographical texts. After 

analyzing the voices of a variety of authors, students will explore the power of voice as they write and share narratives written 

from different points of view. 

Essential Questions: What is the danger of a single story? Why should I write? What makes writing 

meaningful?  

Anchor Text: Night, by Eli Wiesel  

Priority Standards: 

RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 

text. 

RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they 

are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Unit 2- The Power of Words- Students will analyze arguments written by notable individuals (writers, artists, activists, 

humanitarians) from the past and present. They will also construct their own written and spoken arguments, manipulating 

language and sentence structure to speak out against an injustice. 

 

Essential Question- How can I use my words to give voice to the stories I want to tell? 

 

Anchor Texts: Student Selected Texts (Oedipus, Enemy of the People, My Forbidden Face, etc…) 

Priority Standards: 

RI.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions 

of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or 

purpose. 

Unit 3- The Scottish Play and Why We Bother with Shakespeare- Students will be able to determine the theme or 

central idea of a text, and understand how the author uses specific details and literary elements to develop the theme or 

central idea.  After careful analysis of literary elements such as characterization and plot, students will be able to effectively 

communicate how those details influence the theme of a text. 

 

Essential Questions- What can we learn from studying literature from the past? How do authors shape their 

text and history to tell the story they want to tell? 

 

Anchor Text: Macbeth 

Priority Standards: 

RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 

and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it 

emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

Unit 4 Culture as a Lens - In this unit of study, students will read literary and informational texts that explore aspects of 

other cultures. They will examine author's’ language and other stylistic choices that contribute to how a culture is shaped 

and/or portrayed. Students should read at least one novel during this unit; this novel will serve as a primary text for the 

formative and summative assessments. 

 

Essential Question- How does our culture and the stories we are told shape our view of the world? 

 

Anchor Text: Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe 

Priority Standards: 

RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 

text. 

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 

text. 

RI.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 

analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a 

newspaper). 

 

 

 

 
 


