
 
 

This lesson plan is a resource for teaching students about main idea and theme. Teachers will 

peak students’ interest in baseball and dreams with the book, “Growing Up Pedro.” Students 

will use the story to understand its main idea and how to provide supporting details to reach 

their conclusion. Using the graphic organizers provided, teachers can engage their students in a 

constructive and light-hearted lesson about baseball, main idea, and following dreams. 

 

Lesson Title/Focus: ​Dreams and Themes (or, in this case, Main Idea) 

 

Grade Level: 3rd Length of Lesson: ​45 minutes 

 

 

Desired Results 

Content Standard(s) 

● Standard 1: ​RI.3.2: Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they 

support the main idea. 

Understandings/Goals 

Students will understand: 

● Main idea is the main point or idea of a story. 

● The main idea is supported by key details in a 

story. 

Essential Question(s) 

● What is the main idea of a text? 

● How do key details in a text lead us to the 

main idea?

 

Student Objectives (Outcomes) 

Students will be able to: 

● Describe what main idea is. 

● Understand how key details in a text lead us to its main idea. 

Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s) 

● Main idea graphic organizer. 

Other Evidence: 

● Student discussions about key details in a 

text.  

Learning Plan 

Materials 

● YouTube video about Pedro Martínez 

● “Growing Up Pedro” by Matt Tavares 

● Chart paper and markers 

● Main idea graphic organizer* 

○ Multiple choice and write-in versions available 

 



 

● Complete baseball terminology chart* 

○ Optional: blank baseball terminology chart*  

● [Optional activity:]  

○ Baseball bat and ball printouts* 

○ Craft supplies: glue, markers, colored pencils, crayons, felt, sequins, etc. 

*Located in Additional Resources Section 

Introduction/Before (:00 - :05): ​Show the ​video​ titled, “My Journey: Pedro Martínez.” Test students’ 

retention by asking who the video was about, what sport he played, where he was from, etc. Inform students 

that they will be learning more about Pedro and his brother Ramón by reading a story. Introduce the title and 

author of the book. 

Instruction for Learning and Engagement/During (:05 - :15):  

There is a lot of baseball terminology in this story that your students will likely be unfamiliar with. Prior to 

instruction, choose whether you’d like your students to follow along with the story referencing the complete 

baseball terminology chart, or whether you’d like them to search for the term meanings on their own. If 

you choose the latter option, be sure to allow extra time for finding the definitions. 

 

Instruct students to take notes on their own paper during this part of the lesson (they can also use the back of 

the main idea graphic organizer). Do a quick lesson on main idea, using the chart paper as a guide.* 

 

Begin the read aloud. Read Chapter 1. Stop after reading page 3. Ask students what Chapter 1 was about and 

to provide specific details. Model how to answer the question, “What happened in Chapter 1? Provide specific 

details.” (Example answer: Pedro watches his brother, Ramón, play baseball and dreams to be a great 

baseball player like Ramón. Pedro practices his baseball skills by throwing rocks at mango trees.)  

 

*You can find some examples for the main idea lesson in the Additional Resources section. 

Engagement and Practice/During: (:15 - :40): ​Continue reading, and stop at the end of Chapter 2. Ask 

students what happened to Ramón during this chapter. This time, allow them a moment to discuss with their 

groups. Then, ask a volunteer to share out the details they spoke about. Review what the volunteer shares 

and summarize their talking points aloud. Instruct students to fill in those talking points in the yellow 

“Details” box in their main idea graphic organizer. 

 

Continue reading the rest of the story, stopping at the end of every chapter and allowing students to discuss 

the chapters’ details in groups before asking for volunteers to share with the whole group. Summarize each 

chapter’s talking points into supporting details that students should record in their graphic organizer. 

Closure/After: (:40 - :45): ​Conduct a brief whole class discussion about the story. Rrevisit the main idea 

lesson you taught at the beginning of class. Instruct students to reference this lesson, as well as the blue 

portion of their graphic organizers, and reflect on how they would answer the “I think the main idea is…” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xq_PDBOZxyc


 

question.* Ask for a volunteer to share their answer, then call on additional volunteers to provide supporting 

details they used to reach that answer. 

*There is a multiple choice version as well as a write-in version of the graphic organizer. Choose the one that 

best fits your students’ needs. 

 

[Optional Activity:] 

 

“Growing Up Pedro” is all about following dreams. This is a great opportunity to allow your students to think 

about and express their own dreams and wishes for their future.  

 

Hand out the baseball and baseball bat cut-outs. Have craft supplies out and ready. Model your own 

completed craft. First, show the dream you wrote on your baseball cut-out, then what you wrote on the bat 

cut-out on how to achieve that dream. Pose the question, “Why do you think I wrote my dream on the ​ball 

and my action(s) on the ​bat​?” Ask for a volunteer to share their thoughts. (Answer: You have to use the 

baseball bat to hit the baseball into the air. Just like you have to work towards a dream!)  

 

Instruct them to write down what they want to be when they grow up on the baseball cut-out. Then, they 

have creative freedom to decorate their baseball however they want. Next, instruct students to write down 

how they think they can reach their dream on the baseball bat cut-out. These phrases can be something as 

simple as “work hard,” “study a lot,” “be kind,” and more; the point is to get students to think about what 

actions they can take to follow their dreams, like Pedro. Display students’ work around the classroom or in 

the hallway, and encourage students to look at their peers’ dreams during their free time. 

 

Students can also complete this activity for homework. 

  

 



 

 

 

 

Additional  

Resources  

 



 

Main Idea Graphic Organizer 
Book Title: 

Author: 

 
Details: 

   
 



 

Main Idea Graphic Organizer 
Book Title: 

Author: 

 
Details: 

 
 



 

Batter up! 
Let’s learn about baseball! 

Term  meaning 

Pitch   

Baseball Glove   

Major League   

Minor League   

Bullpen   

reliever   

Inning   

Mound   

Fastball   

Curveball   

Changeup   

Dugout   

Strike Out   

 



 

Batter up! 
Let’s learn about baseball! 

Term  meaning 

Pitch  (V): to throw the ball to the batter; (N): the throw itself 

Baseball Glove  (N): A glove worn on the non-dominant hand used to catch the 
ball 

Major League  (N): The highest, most competitive professional baseball league 

Minor League  (N):A professional baseball league that is less competitive than the 
major league 

Bullpen  (N): The area where pitchers warm up before entering the game 

reliever  (N): A pitcher who replaces(”relieves”) the current pitcher on the 
field 

Inning  (N): Instead of being played for a set time period, a baseball game is 
played for 9 innings. Each inning allows both teams to pitch and 
bat. 

Mound  (N): Where the pitcher throws from 

Fastball  (N): A type of pitch thrown at top speed 

Curveball  (N): A type of pitch that makes the ball spin forward 

Changeup  (N): A type of pitch that appears as a fastball but travels more slowly 

Dugout  (N): The location where players and coaches stay when not on the 
field. A dugout is Similar to a bench in other sports. 

Strike Out  (N): When the batter gets three strikes and is “out.”A strikeout is 
considered a success for the pitcher and is commonly represented 
with a “k” sign. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 
Ideas for Main Idea Lesson 

 

     

 


